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TOWN OF OLD SAYBROOK


Planning Commission

	
	
302 Main Street ( Old Saybrook, Connecticut 06475-1741


Telephone (860) 395-3131 ( FAX (860) 395-1216
                                    MINUTES 

                           REGULAR MEETING 


Wednesday, December 7, 2005 at 7:30 p.m.

           Pasbeshauke Pavilion at Saybrook Point Park

                      155 College Street Extension

                                Saybrook Point
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I.         CALL TO ORDER
Acting Chairman, Judith Gallicchio, called the regular meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. 

Chairman Robert McIntyre arrived at 7:50 p.m.

II.        ROLL CALL

Attendant Members                                              Absent Members                                                                                           
Judith Gallicchio, Vice Chairman

         

Richard Tietjen, Regular Member

Salvatore Aresco, Regular Member

Julius Castagno, Regular Member

Janis Esty, Alternate Member

James Conroy, Alternate Member

William Voigt, Alternate Member


Attendant Staff 


Christine Nelson, Town Planner


Andrea DeDominicis, Recording Clerk

III.       REGULAR BUSINESS

            A.       Minutes



Christine Nelson stated that the last meeting minutes were omitted from the packets.

B.     Correspondence – included in packets     

[image: image1.wmf]            



            273 



                C.     Committee, Representative & Staff Reports - none

IV.           PUBLIC HEARINGS – none

V.            OLD BUSINESS

                A.     Draft Sections of the Plan of Conservation & Development –

   “Conservation & Open Spaces” and “Economic Development”

   ACTION:  Consider comments and revise as Final Plan; submit Final Plan to BOS for

   endorsement at least 45 days prior to PC public meeting to adopt Final Plan.

Christine Nelson stated that the Commission members had copies of the past drafts and            asked if any members would like to ask questions or make comments.  In addition,  Ms.  Nelson suggested that the Commission members set a public hearing date in approximately 45 days.  February 1, 2006, is being considered for the public presentation date.

Sal Aresco felt that the wording on bullet #6 did not offer adequate protection for all the native species and their habitats.  Mr. Aresco said the current wording limited the protection for the species that were not considered endangered.  Mr. Aresco stated that he would like to add language that would protect all the native species whether or not they were endangered to assure that they have “viable” habitats to live in, which would keep them from becoming endangered in the future.  James Conroy suggested that the Commission members add another bulleted item to the existing draft.  Judith Gallicchio said the additional bullet and wording should be put into the draft before the public hearing.

Robert McIntyre spoke about the Economic Development section of the draft.  Mr. McIntyre felt there should be specific wording about the importance of tourism in the Town.  James Conroy asked the Commission members to consider adding a section that would promote the Towns historical, cultural and natural resources which promotes the Town as a good destination for year round visitors.  Mr. Conroy felt this information should be added under the  Economic Development Policies section on page #7. 

VI.                   NEW BUSINESS

            A.     Liv’s Oyster Bar” Special Exception for Restaurant Use – 3,038 s.f. (1.50 ac.)

            166 Main Street (Map 37/ Lot 128)

            Central Business (B-1) District, Coastal Management Zone

            Applicant:  Liv’s Oyster Bar, LLC.     Agent:  David Royston, Esq.
            ACTION:  Review consistency with Plan of C & D; report for 1/3/06 ZC PH.


David Royston was present and representing the applicant.  Attorney Royston summarized the applicant’s desire to lease 3,038 s.f. section of the old movie theatre building on Main Street.  Attorney Royston said the restaurant was not part of a chain, and would be solely owned by a graduate of the French Culinary Institute in New York City.  The owner plans to move to the area if can he get approval for the restaurant.  The restaurant will be located on the first floor of  the building toward the front doors.

Robert McIntyre asked the Commission members if they had questions or concerns about this project.  The board members liked the project and would give a favorable recommendation to the Zoning Commission.


    

            B.     Petition to Amend Zoning Regulations – “Setbacks” (sec. 7.4) and “Signs” (sec. 64.5.3)

                     Petitioner:  Max’s Place, LLC.     Agent:  David Royston, Esq.

                     ACTION:  Review consistency with Plan of C&D; report for 1/3/06 ZC PH.


David Royston was present and representing the applicant, Max’s Place, LLC., owners of a    

            property at the corner of Boston Post Road and Spencer Plains Road.  Attorney Royston said 

the applicant will be going to the Zoning Commission and Inland Wetlands Watercourses         Commission to get permission to develop the property.  Attorney Royston stated that the   developer would like to put the building up front near the street so there would be parking in the  rear and have a sign for each entrance.  Attorney Royston explained that entrance way signs,       when their square footage is combined, would not exceed the current sign regulation of 150 s.f.    

Robert McIntyre stated that he was uncomfortable with changing the text in the Zoning

            regulations.  Mr. McIntyre said he is in favor of putting the building closer to the street but did not think that 10’ feet would be a sufficient amount of area for a sidewalk, lamp posts and green space.

James Conroy was concerned with the buildings close proximity to the street.  Mr. Conroy 

            felt the Commission should be aware of the speed limits on Boston Post Road and Spencer

            Plains Road to determine if the building being proposed will be to close to the road.

           William Voigt suggested that the Commission take a look at Docket 9000, which is regulated by

           the State of Connecticut.  Mr. Voigt said there are rules and regulations regarding the 

           placement of utility poles and the 10’ setback may not be sufficient.

          Christine Nelson said she would write a letter to the Zoning Commission and ask them to wait

          for the report from the Planning Commission.  A Planning Commission meeting is set for 1/4/06,     

          the Commission will make recommendations to the Zoning Commission at this time.
VII.               WORKSHOP

A.     “Sidewalk Plan”

     Judith Gallicchio asked the Commission members for input about the sidewalk plan draft.

     Ms. Gallicchio said the plan will be presented to the Board of Selectmen to be approved   and implemented.

Robert McIntyre suggested a public hearing be held so the “Sidewalk Plan” could be    reviewed by interested parties.  The Commission members agreed that a public hearing would be in the best interest of the Town, and a date will be announced.  Ms. Gallicchio mentioned that the Commission will need to choose someone who would be willing to present the “Sidewalk Plan” to the other Town Commissions. The Commission members who would be presenting the plan, will be decided at the next meeting.    
B.     “Founders Memorial Park” Concept for Municipal Improvement & Coastal 

       Site Plan.

                ACTION:  Report to BOSFMP Committee for 12/20/05 Informational Meeting.

Robert McIntyre felt the plan was flawed and the land was not being developed to its full   potential.  The new proposed activity is a “passive park”.  Mr. McIntyre mentioned that there will be an informational public meeting on December 20, 2005 and suggested the Planning Commission members voice their concerns at that meeting.  Christine Nelson suggested that the Commission members think of alternative ideas for the site if their criticisms were numerous.
VIII.             ADJOURNMENT


Respectfully Submitted,

Andrea DeDominicis, Clerk

Next Regular Meeting


Wednesday, December 21, 7:30 p.m.


Pasbeshauke Pavilion 


155 College Street Extension

















MOTION to pay $169.40 from Nathan L. Jacobson & Associates, 86 Main Street, Chester, Ct., invoice dated 12/2004.   MADE by J. Castagno.  SECONDED by S. Aresco.  No discussion on the motion. VOTED IN FAVOR:  W. Voigt, J. Gallicchio, J. Castagno, R. McIntyre, S. Aresco, J. Esty, R. Tietjin, J. Conroy;  OPPOSED: none  ABSTAINED: none;  APPROVED: 8-0-0.

















MOTION to adjourn meeting until the next regularly scheduled meeting on Wednesday December 21, 2005 at 7:30 p.m. at the Pasbeshauke Pavilion, Saybrook Point Park, at 155 College Street Extension.  MADE by S. Aresco.  SECONDED by J. Gallicchio.  No discussion on the motion. VOTED IN FAVOR:  W. Voigt, J. Gallicchio, J. Castagno, R. McIntyre, S. Aresco, J. Esty, R. Tietjin, J. Conroy;  OPPOSED: none  ABSTAINED: none;  APPROVED: 8-0-0.








MOTION to pay $400.00 from Planimetrics, 31 Ensign Drive, Avon, Ct., dated 11/7/05, regarding Ferry Point Area-Phase Two. MADE by J. Conroy.  SECONDED by J. Castagno.  No discussion on the motion. VOTED IN FAVOR:  J. Gallicchio, J. Castagno, W. Voigt, R. McIntyre, S. Aresco, J. Esty,, J. Conroy R. Tietjin;  OPPOSED: none  ABSTAINED: none;  APPROVED: 8-0-0.





MOTION to pay $162.80 from Nathan L. Jacobson & Associates, 86 Main Street, Chester, Ct., invoice #9988.  MADE by J. Castagno.  SECONDED by S. Aresco.  No discussion on the motion. VOTED IN FAVOR:  W. Voigt, J. Gallicchio, J. Castagno, R. McIntyre, S. Aresco, J. Esty, R. Tietjin, J. Conroy;  OPPOSED: none  ABSTAINED: none;  APPROVED: 8-0-0.











MOTION to send a favorable recommendation to the Zoning Commission for “Liv’s Oyster Bar” Special Exception for Restaurtant Use- 3,038 s.f., 166 Main Street (Map 37/Lot 128).  MADE by S. Aresco.  SECONDED by J. Gallicchio.  No discussion on the motion. VOTED IN FAVOR:  W. Voigt, J. Gallicchio, J. Castagno, R. McIntyre, S. Aresco, J. Esty, R. Tietjin, J. Conroy;  OPPOSED: none  ABSTAINED: none;  APPROVED: 8-0-0.
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